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THEOLOGICAL. 


AN ADDRESS 


TO THE EIGHTH CONVENTION OF THE EASTERN DIOCESE, AT WINDSOR, 
IN VERMONT, SEPTEMBER 25, 1828, 


Once more, Christian friends, does the Lord’s goodness, in permit- 
ting the convention of this diocese to assemble, under circumstances 
of continued prosperity, and increasing hopes, demand the renewal 
of our gratitude and praise. ‘The Lord’s work in our hands, in a 
general view, is yet advancing ; and the portion of his vineyard, com- 
mitted to our oversight and care, still enjoys the smiles of his kind 
protecting providence. ‘The general state of these churches, how- 
ever, differs so little from what it was the last year, that, in discharg- 
ing this duty which our canons assign me, it is not necessary to be so 
particular as on some former occasions, The changes, whether ca- 
lamitous or favourable, which have occurred, and those of my offi- 
cial transactions more generally interesting, it will be proper to no- 
tice. 

During the last year the numbers confirmed in our churches have 
been unusually small. We have frequent cause, and never more 
than on the present occasion, to notice and lament the too general 
neglect among our people to avail themselves of those comforting 
testimonials of God’s mercy and salvation so graciously offered in the 
ordinances of Christianity. The evil originates, no doubt, in a want 
of regard for its holy doctrines ; in too great indifferency respecting 
the one thing needful. At the present season, there is, generally 
speaking, less appearance of pious zeal, and concern for the spiri- 
iuality of religion, than at some former seasons; but the Lord, we 
trust, has yet among usa faithful, praying people. 

A few only have been ordained to the sacred ministry. Messrs. 
Elijab Brainerd, Lot Jones, John West, Theodore Edson, and Wil- 
liam T. Potter have been admitted to the order of deacons ; and the 
Kev. Alfred L. Baury has been ordained a presbyter. ‘To the list of 
candidates for holy orders have been added the names of Daniel L. 
B. Goodwin, Benjamin C. C. Parker, Charles Dresser, Joseph S. Co- 
vell, Ethan Allen, and Henry W. Ducachet. Respecting the gentle- 
man last mentioned, it will be proper, both for information, and to 
prevent misapprehension, to state, that, during the greater part of a 
year, he was a candidate in the diocese of New York. A short time 
before the meeting of the general convention last May, I received an 
official notification from the bishop of that diocese, that he had refused 
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to give Mr. Ducachet orders. Our canons do not, in such case, prohi- 
bit an application elsewhere ; and he applied to the standing com- 
mittee of the state of Rhode Island, requesting to be admitted as a 
candidate here. That standing committee, consisting of eight re- 
spectable and judicious members, all met in council on this difficult 
and interesting question, and gave it, | have good reason to believe, 
a faithful examination. I had previously written to the bishop of 
New York, informing him of Mr. Ducachet’s application to this dio- 
cese, and requesting a statement of the objections against his receiving 
orders. A long, particular, and very friendly answer was promptly 
returned. This correspondence has also been laid before the stand- 
ing committee. Mr. Ducachet produced abundant testimonials to his 
talents, piety, good morals, and respectability of character. With a 
view to the Christian ministry he had relinquished a successful prac- 
tice in an honourable profession. The ground on which he had 
been rejected was violence of temper, and his having used language 
injurious to the characters of individuals. Some instances of this, not 
to be justified, were produced ; but not, in the judgment of our stand- 
ing commiltee, to a degree which ought to debar him from being ad- 
mitted as a candidate for the ministry in this diocese. He was ac- 
cordingly recommended ; seven of the committee signed his testimo- 
nials. He is not ordained, but received, as other candidates, on pro- 
bation ; should any reasons hereafter appear why he ought not to re- 
ceive orders, they will be duly considered. 

I desire, also, it may be distinctly, and very carefully understood,that 
in thus receiving him as a candidate, there is not intended, and ought 
not to be implied, any manner of censure or even disapprobation of 
what was done by the ecclesiastical authority in the other diocese. 
The highly respectable bishop, who presides there, undoubtedly did 
what he conscientiously believed the honour of the Church, and the 
cause of religion required ; and very possibly has acted a wiser part 
than myself. This case is becoming publick and well known. If in 
any thing | have done wrong, I can, by such misconduct, injure no 
character but my own. There may be reasons for refusing a man 
orders in one diocese, which are not of equal weight inanother. And 
that men should differ in judgment is one of the most common things 
in life. A number of judges who hear a cause, with the same evi- 
dence of facts, and the same arguments of counsel before them, are often 
in their decisions divided, and, in many cases, equally divided. Each one 
acts conscientiously according to his own best judgment, without design- 
ing or even thinking of any censure upon the opinions of those who judge 
differently. And J cantruly say that should our brethren, in any other 
diocese, judge that one who had been rejected in this, might be useful 
in the ministry among them, and should ordain him, | should be pleased, 
rather than offended ; should sincerely pray that he might not disap- 
point their expectations, and should rejoice to hear of bis well doing. 

During the sitting of the last general convention, with reference to 
this case, the opinion of the house of bishops was requested. From 
what was said on the subject I was the rather inclined to the course 
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which I have since pursued. The presiding bishop, whose opinion is 
always highly, and very justly esteemed, stated in writing his view 
of the general question; but not in such terms, or under such sup- 
posed circumstances, as, in my apprehension, to include the present 
case. In all the cases he put, it was supposed that the second bishop 
applied to is to be a judge of the other’s conduct; he views it as 
** predicating an ordination on the ground of the unreasonable severi- 
ty. and, as it would be termed, tyranny, of another bishop.’’ In 
such a case my judgment would coincide with his. But such is not 
my view of the present case. I am not called, nor am I authorized 
to judge of the principles, or character, or official conduct of another 
bishop. My part, in this business, is not to decide whether Mr, Du- 
cachet ought to have been ordained in another diocese ; but whether 
he may with propriety be received as a candidate in this. Permit 
me, then, to repeat that I do not, and that I ought not, to judge, nor 
do I in this case entertain any opinion contrary to Christian charity, 
respecting the ‘* heterodoxy or injustice of a brother bishop.”” With 
such a view of the case, I see no need of ‘*‘ taking the advice of some 
brother bishops” farther than I have done. Their advice on this 
and every important point will ever be heard by me with pleasure, 
and, | trust, respectfully, and duly regarded. If Mr. Ducachet were 
now ordained, on the score of his being or having been a candidate in 
the other diocese, the case would be materially different ; but, as the 
case is, he is received on trial, and, like other candidates, to be or- 
dained or not as he is found worthy. 

This, undoubtedly, is a question of some importance ; and must be 
decided with impartial regard to ecclesiastical discipline, and to the 
character and claims of an individual. We must respect the honour 
of the Church, that we neither bring it into contempt by enervating 
its just authority, nor give countenance to the prejudice which un- 
happily exists respecting its arbitrary exercise of power. Chiefly 
must we regard the interests of religion; the prosperity of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. The utmost vigilance should unquestionably be 
used respecting the character and qualifications of those admitted to 
holy orders. This requires not only the exercise of all the wisdom 
given us, but we are devoutly to pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
such labourers, as he approves: we must look in faith and earnest 
supplication to him, who knows and rules the hearts of men. No 
Christian is authorized to hope, nor ought he to expect that our 
churches will or can be well supplied with clergymen, except he 
often and fervently prays to God to send them. And if we see 
churches vacant, or, what is worse, filled with disqualified or unfaith- 
ful ministers, our first thought should be whether we have been faitb- 
ful. Have we used the means and efforts which our Lord has given 
and directed for preventing such great evils? Have we prayed as 
we ought to ‘‘ the Lord of the harvest ?” 

In November last, Trinity church, in Claremont, and St. Paul’s, in 
which, through the Lord’s goodness, we are now convened, were 
dedicated to the service of Almighty God. The day after this church 
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was consecrated, the Rev. Mr. Leonard was instituted into the parish. 
The services were well attended; and the kind hospitality of the 
people of the place added much to the satisfaction which all seemed 
to enjoy. We have rarely, if ever, seen more laudable efforts of pious 
liberality and united zeal, than that which has added to the number 
of our churches this beautiful edifice. 

In our churches in Maine there has been no material change. At 
thé time of my tour in that state, immediately after our last conven- 
tion, there seemed to be a good opening for the labours of a mission- 
ary; but it has not yet been, and I fear is not likely soon to be, in 
my power to send one thither. The Rev. Mr. Blake has removed 
from New Hampshire to Boston, where he has the care of a school, and 
preaches occasionally in the neighbouring churches. Mr. Richardson, 


‘a candidate for holy orders, has, for many months, read prayers in 


New Hampton, and Mr. Brainerd has also for some time performed 
the like services in Drewsville. The labours of a missionary are 
needed in Colebrook, in the same state. Another minister is also 
wanted to labour in Cornish, Claremont, and Charleston. 

In Massachusetts, the Rev. Mr. Carlile’s sacerdotal connexion with 
the church in Salem was, in October last, by mutual consent dissolved. 
In Marblehead, the prospects have for some time been discouraging ; 
the late death of Dr. Drury, one of its principal supporters, has di- 
minished our hopes in that place ; but the Head of the church is able 
to build, and itshould be the subject of our prayers that he may build up, 
in that place, the walls of Zion. We are very desirous that a suitable 
missionary should be stationed there. The other churches, in Boston 
and its vicinity, are in a flourishing state. The Rev. Mr. Baury has 
been instituted mto the parish of Newton. The Rev. Lot Jones has for 
some time officiated as a missionary in Ashfield, where the numbers 
and pious zeal of those attached to the Episcopal Church are increas- 
ing. Tn Leicester, we may hope, will soon be a parish established, 
and a church erected. In Berkshire county, the churches are doing 
well. In Lanesborough, the parish is increasing. In Lenox, it is still 
more flourishing ; no parish has exerted itself more laudably, and 
God, who is ever faithful, has blessed their exertions. In Great Bar- 
rington, the prospects are not less comforting. ‘They have improved 
the interiour of their church, and put it in good repair; the parish has 
become united, and there is reason to believe, was never in a more 
hopeful state. A few families in Washington have formed a new so- 
ciety, and regularly meet for Divine service ; and that God,who never 
forsakes a praying people, we trust will give them prosperity. In 
other towns in the western parts of Massachusetts, there is some rea- 
son to hope new parishes may be formed ; especially if one or two 
missionaries can be sent and supported among them. 

In Rhode Island, the Rev. Mr. Taft has become the rector of the 
church in Pawtucket. The Rey. Mr. Alden is employed by the 
Church Missionary Society in Rhode Island to officiate in East Green- 
wich. One of the religious societies in that town, with a liberality 
which does honour to their religious feeling, allow him the use of their 
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meeting house; attend on his ministry, and add something generous 
to his maintenance. ‘The parish in Bristol has made liberal contri- 
butions to various missionary funds; and their Sunday school, this 
present year, has been flourishing, and, we have reason to believe, very 
beneficial. 

The present situation of the Church in Vermont is critical, but, we 
trust, not unbopeful. ‘The much lamented death of our Rev. brother, 
Jordan Gray, was a calamitous event. His talents seemed peculiarly 
fitted for building up the Redeemer’s kingdom in that part of the 
diocese ; and in no part could his labours be more needed. Unerring 
wisdom has seen it most fitting to remove him from his labours, and 
from the world. The Rev. Mr. Beach has removed from his parishes 
in Franklin county, into the diocese of Connecticut. The Rev. Mr, 
Brainerd has officiated some time in St. Alban’s, Three clergymen 
are much wanted in that county, and parts adjacent. 

The parish in Berkshire have finished their church, and, with Di- 
vine permission, it will soon be consecrated to the holy purpose for 
which it iserected. The parish in Bethel, also, much to their praise, 
have erected, and almost finished, a house for the same sacred use. 
The Rev. Mr. Shaw has officiated in Guilford, since November 
last. It gives me pleasure to add, that the Rev. Mr. Smith has taken 
the pastoral charge of the church in Middlebury ; and that little flock, 
we humbly trust, after so long struggling with adverse circumstances, 
will find, from happy experience, it is good to wait the Lord’s time. 
The Kev. Alexander Jones has left this diocese. 

In May last, I attended the general convention in Philadelphia. 
With the exception of Rhode Island, there were very few delegates 
from this diocese. Very great unanimity prevailed among the mem- 
bers; all its business was conducted with the utmost harmony, and 
the friends of the Church had much cause to rejoice in its gene- 
ral prosperity. The Rev. John S. Ravenscroft was consecrated bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in North Carolina, under circum- 
stances highly favourable to the continuance and increase of its pros- 
perity. 

The interest which was taken in the Domestick and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society was gratifying to those who regard the honour of our 
Church, and the spreading of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It is natural, 
and we cannot deny but it is reasonable, that men should form their 
opinion of our Church, not so much from our creeds or articles, or 
professions of orthodoxy and primitive order, as from our zeal and ef- 
forts in converting mankind to the Christian faith ; in propagating the 
gospel, and extending the knowledge of Christ to every creature. The 
common objection to foreign missions, that our own cilizens require 
our utmost and undivided efforts, though weighty and worthy of much 
attention, is more than balanced by other considerations. It is like 
pleading the wants of our family, in excuse for our giving notbing in 
charity ; not considering that alms-giving, in proportion to our ability, 
is the duty of all. They, generally speaking, who are most charita- 
ble, provide best for their owg families ; and have most reason to hope 
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that God will continue to them the means. And it is a fact very 
much to the purpose, that those of the various denominations of 
Christians, who do the most for foreign missions, do most also for 
those at home. ‘To determine that foreign nations shall not, by our 
efforts, hear the gospel at all, till all the people of our own country 
hear it every week; till our own nation is fully supplied, is not con- 
sistent with the principles of Christianity; it is in its effect to deter- 
mine that the gospel shalf for ever be confined within its present 
limits. Christian charity requires us to give something, not only from 
the abundance, but even from the necessaries of our table, to feed those 
who are perishing with hunger. Those to whom we may send the 
gospel, never, while they live, will hear the doctrines of life and salva- 
tion, if we neglect to send it. During the last century, there were in 
England no small number of people, for whose spiritual wants the 
national Church did not effectually provide; but that was no valid 
objection against the formation”of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts; or to its making those generous and 
noble efforts of which we are still reaping the blessed truits. True 
Christian zeal is diffused, like rays of light, in every direction; its 
beams, indeed, are shed more profusely on nearer objects ; yet they 
extend to regions the most remote. Every Christian, even he who 
has but little, is bound, and if he is sincerely pious and truly con- 
cerned for the salvation of men, he will desire, to contribute something 
for the propagation of the gospel. And we know who has said, that 
it will be ** accepted, according to that which a man hath.” She, who 
in the gospel gave a mite, was highly commended by him who cannot 
err, though it was her whole living. 

On this occasion it will not be improper to remind you that some 
important alterations have been made in the constitution of this dio- 
cese, which are now in experiment. In my judgment, they have 
been wisely made, and they have my cordial approbation. But the 
utility and success of these, and indeed of most prudential regulations, 
depend, under God, on the care and zeal with which they are carried 
into effect ; on practically availing ourselves of the good which they 
are intended and calculated to produce. That we should assemble 
annually in convention, will require an additional expense of time 
and money which is certainly of some serious concern. But let us 
not forget that we have committed to us the same gospel, which apos- 
tles and evangelists, at the risk of their lives, proclaimed through all 
the world. They thought no sacrifice of time or goods, of ease or 
safety, too great to make in such acause. Reason teaches, and expe 
rience has shown, that the increase of godliness and the prosperity of 
religion may be much promoted, by the assembling of Christians, of 
the clergy especially, for counsel, and union of effort. If our coming 
together is not for the pleasure of a journey, but for the love of Christ ; 
if our hearts are so in the Church, that it is our meat and drink to do 
our Master’s will; if we are willing to spend and be spent in build- 
ing up his kingdom, and extending to our fellow men the knowledge 
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as God shall give us wisdom, of devising, and carrying into effect, 
whatever shall seem necessary or expedient, for promoting the pros- 
perity of Zion,.much good will result from our conventions, and the 
more from their being annual. It would be very proper, and permit 
me to recommend, and even to request that, in some way, either from 
the parishes, or the state conventions, the parochial reports, which the 
canons require, be made to this convention of the diocese. 

And the mention of this will naturally lead our thoughts to the ways 
and means of giving religious information to our people. Through 
the blessing of God we have a way before us, and means already in 
possession. ‘The monthly journal, or religious magazine, called The 
Gospel Advocate, and published in Boston, is considered as under 
your patronage, and is devoted to the general interests of religion ; and 
especially to the promoting and diffusing of piety and Christian know- 
ledge among the members of our Church in this diocese. The merit of 
this work, as a religious miscellany, is already attaining its just level 
among the best publications of the kind, and is read and admired far 
beyond the limits of these New England states: I can cordially re- 
commend it to all Episcopalians. But to us it is of peculiar impor- 
tance, as affording great facility of religious intelligence, and commu- 
nication of what we are much interested in knowing, to every part of 
the diocese. But this valuable, and very useful, and to us almost 
necessary work, carmot be continued without patronage: without con- 
tributions. from the pens and the purses of those to whom God has 
given the talents and the means. They who desire to obtain religious 
knowledge; te be established in the faith of Christ, or instructed in 
the duties of Christian life, cannot effect it more easily, or with less 
expense than by taking the Advocate. And they who are teachers ; 
whose duty or desire it is to instruct and edify others, cannot perhaps 
do it more extensively and to better effect, than by writing, or se- 
lecting suitable matter, for this work. Pious thoughts, and all manner 
of useful information, of a religious nature, will, through that journal, 
be very extensively communicated, and may, for years, and perhaps 
for ages, be read to the edification of thousands. 

It is of much importance that, where it is practicable, we obtain 
and establish parochial and missionary funds, and provide other means 
of giving a competent maintenance to those who labour in the minis- 
try. And it is equally important, that whatever means or funds of 
this nature, through the Lord’s goodness, we already possess, be ma- 
naged with the utmost prudence and good economy, and applied to 
the best effect. Whatever has been given for any religious purpose 
or charitable use, should be most conscientiously applied, according 
to the will and intent ofthe pious donors. It is lamentable that even 
Christians, in a late, and often the last solemn act of their lives—the 
bequeathing of their estates to posterity ; declaring to what purpose 
and to whose benefit those good things, which a bountiful God has 
committed to their stewardship, shall be applied, should so generally 
forget to honour their,divine Benefactor; that by so few any thing 
should be demised to religious use. Some honourable exceptions 
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there are of names which will long shine among the best benefactors 
of mankind: though dead, they yet live to do good on earth, and to 
enjoy its fruits in heaven. Is it not strange, or rather extremely in- 
consistent, that God’s people, who should honour him with their sub- 
stance, and with the first fruits of all their increase, should forget him 
in that awful moment, its last distribution ? that so many Christians 
had rather that their large fortunes should be spent in luxury and dis- 
sipation, than in administering to famished souls the bread of life! 
that their estates should be applied to the ruining, rather than to the 
saving of mankind. Certainly the cases are not few to which these 
reflections may justly be applied ; and are more numerous, we may 
well fear, in our Church, than in any other. 

Our business is, however, not to judge others, but to take heed to 
ourselves. Let us cherish a grateful remembrance of those who have 
remembered Zion. ‘There are more than one or two places in this 
diocese in which churches exist and flourish, in consequence of the 
pious benefactions of individuals. But the highest praise we can be- 
stow upon their memories, is a faithful discharge of our trust, applying 
the avails of their liberality to the honour of God, and to the promo- 
tion of pure and undefiled religion. 

In this state,in which we are now convened, a trust of no inconsidera- 
ble importance, (far less,indeed, than report has declared, but yet some- 
thing considerable,) and, of course, of no small responsibility, is like- 
ly to devolve on some of us. This property,if carefully managed, 
and justly and conscientiously applied, according to the intention for 
which it was reserved, will be a very great blessing to the publick ; 
to the people generally. For their temporal wants mankind are sufli- 
ciently careful and diligent in making provision. Their natural pro. 
pensities ; their love of the riches, and honours, and pleasures of this 
world, are incitements sufficient to insure their attention to its business 
and cares. Every profession or occupation which opens a way to 
wealth, or fame, or pleasure, is sure of being filled. There is, for in- 
stance, no reason to fear that the publick will ever suffer from the 
want of due attention to the study of the law, or the practice of medi- 
cine. Not only the necessaries, but the luxuries of life are in such 
demand that the means of supplying them are in no danger of being 
neglected. These things are estimated at their full value: the love 
and the pursuit of this world need no stimulus nor funds for their en- 
couragement ; it is not even desirable that men should be more gene- 
rally anxious than they are to obtain worldly things. But in regard 
to religion and good morals the contrary is true. Mankind, in this 
their fallen state, are inclined to wickedness, and are naturally op- 

osed to the doctrines of Christ, anda godly life. ‘There is less, and 
after all we can do, there will be less, of virtue, and the knowledge of 
the scriptures, and the practice of piety, than is desirable, and even 
necessary to our best happiness in this world, and eternal life in a 
future state. We cannot, in any prudence, trust to the existing de- 
mand—the natural or general desire of mankind, for righteousness 
and faith and the love of God. Without the instruction of parents 
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and other teachers ; without the restraint of laws and government, 
mankind would be intolerably wicked. And except means were pro- 
vided and measures taken to instruct men in Christianity, and per- 
suade them to a religious life, the knowledge of God, the faith of 
Christ, the practice of godliness, would rapidly decline. We may 
add that in regard to worldly things, the demand, and of course the 
efforts to obtain them, increase in proportion to their wants or defi- 
ciency. In religion the fact is just the reverse; the less of virtue, or 
piety, or Christian knowledge men have, the less will they desire, 
and seek for it. The wicked dislike to be reproved ; they hate to 
be reformed , they have an antipathy to holy living ; the unbeliever 
dislikes the doctrines of the cross. If then it is important that men 
should live well; that they should know their spiritual state ; that 
they shauld receive the doctrines of eternal life, and live as Chris- 
tians ; it is equally important that the gospel should be sent to them, 
and means be provided for its regular ministrations. It follows, and 
it is an inference worthy of the most serious consideration, that pro- 
perty given and wisely applied to religious purposes ; for the preach- 
ing the gospel, and the administration of the Saviour’s ordinances, is 
given and applied to the very best purpose; it is the noblest and 
most necessary of all charities; property cannot be applied more to 
the general benefit of mankind. Religious instruction tends more 
than any thing, perhaps more than all things besides, to the promotion 

of “all-virtue and godliness of living ;” to the increase of ‘* peace 
on earth, and good will towards men.” It gives efficacy to laws and 
government ; causes magistrates to be upright and rulers to be obeyed. 
The happiness of social life, and every blessing desired, or aimed at, 
in the various intercourse of mankind, and in all the relations of life, 
are very much enhanced and secured by inculcating the pure religion 
of Jesus Christ. And they who cause this to be done; they espe- 
cially who give property for the propagation of the salutary doctrines 
of the divine Saviour ; for inculcating the sanctifying precepts of the 
Redeemer, are our best benefactors; and should be had in continual 
and grateful remembrance. 

The promotion of literature and science is justly deemed a publick 
good, and wealth appropriated to that object is of general and great 
utility. The establishment of free schools, and higher seminaries of 
learning is honourable to the people, and useful to the state. But 
without the fostering hand of charity, learning would not, like reli- 
gion, be neglected. Mankind have no general aversion to worldly 
knowledge ; they see the advantage, and feel the want of learning ; 
and they who have little themselves are often the more desirous that 
their children should be well instructed. But without the contribu- 
tions of charity, and labour of love, religion is sure to decline. Who 
does not know that mankind are naturally far more inclined to learn, 
and to teach their children the wisdom of this world, than that which 
is from above? To give them learning, than to make them religious ? 

But money may be given with pious liberality, and for the best of 
purposes, and yet, through carelessness, or ill management, the noble 
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intention of the donor be defeated. And there is too much reason for 
fearing that the improper uses sometimes made of money given for 
religious use, and the selfishness, and avaricious cupidity which it ex- 
cites, have deterred, and continue to deter, others from the like libe- 
rality. Such misapplication of funds given for religious use is more 
than unjust ; it is sacrilegious. Let it by us be religiously avoided. 
What may be our temporal interest, or what we may most desire or 
approve is of no consideration. Conscientiously and in the fear of 
God we are to consider ourselves as stewards to whom a trust is com- 
mitted, never forgetting that ‘it is required of stewards that a man 
be found faithful.”” Whatever of this nature may be intrusted to our 
care, let us, as the Lord shall give us wisdom, manage and apply 
with all possible prudence and fidelity, and with a sacred regard to 
the donor’s intention ; to the honour of God, and to the best good of 
mankind. 

Though the care and appropriation of the lands given for the bene- 
fit of the Church in this state, do not properly appertain to this con- 
vention, it is a subject in which we are all, as Churchmen and as 
Christians, concerned ; and it is evidently fitting that the subject 
should be mentioned on this occasion. So far as the providence of 
God, and the laws of our country shall intrust the avails of these 
lands toour management, let us faithfully discharge the trust. Due 
regard should be had to the equitable claim of individuals : whatever 
rents may be realized, should, with the utmost prudence and economy, 
be appropriated for the benefit of the people in this state; and, as 
far as is practicable, to the use of the people in the towns where the 
lands are. No part of the funds should be used for erecting houses 
for publick worship; for houses will decay, and funds, so expended, 
will, in most cases, be lost. ‘To which we may add that there is no 
part of religious expenses, which the people can with more conve- 
nience, and do more wiliingly, take upon themselves, than building 
their own churches. So far as my advice and influence will avail, 
these funds will be employed in teaching the doctrines, and adminis- 
tering the holy ordinances of the blessed Redeemer. ‘The doctrines 
which we teach are not, and our manner of teaching should show that 
they are not, the doctrines of a sect, or of any popular reformer. Ex- 
cept we depart from the standards of our Church, we shall preach no 
other faith than that which was * once delivered to the saints,” and 
has since by Christians been most generally received. We adhere to 
that order of church government, which we verily believe to be primi- 
tive and apostolick ; and which has most generally prevailed in all 
the ages of Christianity. Our liturgy, in its language, its sentiments, 
its doctrines, its adaptation to social worship, and its suitableness to 
inspire and express rational, fervent devotion, is, to say the least, as 
near perfection as human effort has ever yet arrived. With such ad- 
vanlages, great and without excuse must be our negligence, if the 
funds intrusted to our care, do not, to the utmost of their amount, 
confer the greatest of blessings upon the people of this state. 

Other things would I gladly mention, bat too long already have | 
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exercised your patience. The defects, in many respects, of this ad- 
dress will remind you, brethren, how much [ need your counsel, and 
your prayers. If the first apostles, enriched as they were with spi. 
ritual gifts, and endued with miraculous power, yet needed the pray- 
ers of the churches, that ‘* the word of the Lerd,” preached by them, 
** might have free course,’? and their ministry be blessed; much 
more is it necessary that your dai!y and earnest prayers should be 
offered for the bishops now labouring in the like ministry : and chiefly 
for him, who is the least of the bishops, and not worthy to be so call- 
ed. And not unworthy only ; but subjected to peculiar disadvan- 
tages. My remote and insulated situation in regard to the society 
and counsel] of my clerical brethren ; the sole care of a parish, requir- 
ing much parochial duty ; an unusual weight of domestick cares ; the 
churches in this diocese thinly scattered over a wide extent of coun- 
try ; and my means of visiting them so limited and scanty: these are 
circumstances which may, it is hoped, in some degree apologize for 
defects in the performance of the duties of the Episcopate: they are 
certainly reasons why I should repeat, ‘ Brethren, pray for us.” 

And let us all lift up our hearts in prayer, and unite our voices in 
praise and thanksgiving to him, whose preserving mercy has con- 
ducted us in safety through the perils of another year; whose good 
providence has caused us to assemble again in this place ; and under 
circumstances how different from ‘hose in which we met here seven 
years ago! 

To Him, to the God of our salvation, be rendered glory and eter- 
nal praise. 

ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue character of Archbishop Laud has been a trite theme of unmerit- 
ed abuse, in one class of writers. and of profuse indiscriminate 
encomium in another. But if those, whose memory is vivid in re- 
tracing each cruel sentence of the star chamber, should come from 
reading the earlier history of Charles with a flow of indignation, 
like a torrent of fire, at the insulting sway of that prelate, [ think 
that even they would find some room in their hearts for a kindlier 
feeling towards hit, if they had the opportunity of consulting his own 
account of his trial and condemnation. They would be sensible, 
that, whatever might have been the bigotry and tyranny that disgrac- 
ed his publick life, it was mercy and Christian love, compared with 
that storm of mad fanaticism, that swept away from their ‘ high 
places” this aged victim, and his unfortunate friend and sovereign. 
The mind instinctively recoils from lifting a shroud so mournful, 
to discover and expose the errours and frailties, which it conceals. 
For, after a brief and troubled administration, the hour had come, 


when he was called én to render his solemn account, And then it 
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seems almost brutal, if, looking on the scaffold, which he ascended 


with meekness, and a dignity not to be impaired by the tremblings of 


old age, we can witness without emotion, tbe fall of such great author- 
ity and power, to a disgrace so mournful. Then we feel assured, 
that though God and man may have condemned his measures, they 
were the dictates of his conscience, however blinded ; and that he 
brought, to support them, not the detestable hypocrisy of such men 
as Cromwell, but pure principles, high efforts of intellect, and 
open, generous, fearless intentions. 

There was diffused, over the whole face of Laud’s defence, an ex- 
pression of such manliness, and an air so gentle, that you expect bis 
execution, as the last scene of a martyr’s triumph. He stood as if re- 
sentment had fled from his bosom, a patient defender of his charac- 
ter and purposes before the house of lords. He stvod there, at the 
age of seventy-two, and seemed to defend his reputation in the 
spirit of a noble Roman, who is.calmly and meekly gathering the 
folds of his robe, from the pressure and insults of the populace. We 
discover in him no affectation of insensibility to his fate ; and still 
less can we find any endeavours to excite compassion, except that 
which might be awakened by laying his purposes bare to the publick 
eye. In his plain and manly defence, he follows from step to step, 
the whole series of accusations against him, with close, and patient, and 
even scrupulously minute attention ; ‘so far forth,’’ to borrow his 
language on that occasion, ‘as an old slow hand could take them, a 
heavy heart observe them, and an old decayed memory retain 
them.’’* 

The same spirit was displayed, in his speech before the house of 
commons : 

“ Mr. Speaker, 

**I am very aged, considering the turmoils of my life, and I daily 
find in myself more decays than I make show of; and the period of 
my life in the course of nature cannot be far off. It cannot but be 
a great grief unto me, to stand at these years thus changed before ye, 
yet give me leave to say thus much without offence. Whatsoever 
errours or faults [ may have committed, by the way, in any my 
proceedings, through human frailty, as who is he who has not offended, 


and broken some statute laws too, by ignorance, or misapprehension, - 


or forgetfulness at some sudden time of action? Yet, if God bless me 
with so much memory, | will die with these words in my mouth, 
that I never intended, much less endeavoured the subversion of the 
Jaws of the kingdom, nor the bringing in of popish superstition upon 
the true protestant religion as established by Jaw in this kingdom.” 
Archbishop Laud was beheaded, Jan. 10, 1644. And I know 
not in what better manner to prove to the reader the justice of those 
opinions which I have expressed, than by asking his attention to the 
address, which he delivered on the scaffold, to those who were assem- 
bled to witness his execution. I scarcely know to what passage of 


* Hargrave’s State Trials, vol.i. p. 943. t+ Ibid. p. 946. 
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English eloquence to refer, to find its parallel for a union of dignity 
and pathos. 

‘«‘ This is an uncomfortable time to preach, yet I shall begin with a 
text of scripture, Heb. xii. 2. Let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, 
who, for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

‘*| have been long in my race, and how I have looked unto Jesus 
the Author and Finisher of my faith, he best knows: | am come to the 
end of my race, and here J find the cross: adeath of shame: but the 
shame must be despised, or [there is] no coming to the right band of 
God : Jesus despised the shame for me, and God forbid, but I should 
despise the shame for him. I am going apace (as you see) towards the 
Red Sea, and my feet are now upon the very brink of it: an argu- 
ment, I hope, that God is bringing me into the land of promise ; for 
that was the way through which be led his people : but before they 
came to it, be instituted a passover for them, a lamb it was, but must 
be eaten with sour herbs. I shall obey, and labour to digest the 
sour herbs, as well as the lamb ; and I shall remember that it is the 
Lord’s passover. I shall not think of the herbs, nor be angry with 
the hand that gathereth them, but look up only unto him who insti- 
tuted that, and governs these. For mancav have no more power over 
me, than what is given from above ; I am not in love with this passage 
through the Red Sea, for | have the weakness and infirmity of flesh 
and blood plentifully in me: and I have prayed with my Father, < ut 
transeat calix iste,’ that this cup of red wine pass from me; but if 
not, God’s will, not mine, be done: and I shall most willingly drink 
of this cup, as deep as he pleases, and enter into this sea, yea, and 
pass through it, in the way that he shall lead me: but [ would have 
it remembered, good people, that when God’s servants were in this 
boisterous sea, and Aaron among them, the Egyptians who persecuted 
them, and did in a manner drive them into the sea, were drowned in 
the same waters while they were in pursuit of them. 

‘‘ And as for this people, they are at this day miserably misled. 
God of his mercy open their eyes, that they may see the right way : 
for at this day the blind lead the blind, and if they go on, both will 
certainly fall into the ditch. Though the weight of my sentence be 
heavy upon me, | am as quiet within as ever 1 was in my life. And 
although I am not only the first archbishop, but the first man that ever 
died by an ordinance in parliament, yet some of my predecessors 
have gone this way, though not by this means. 

‘* Here is a great clamour that I would have brought in popery, 
I shall answer that more fully by and by. In the mean time you 
know what the Pharisees said against Christ himself. Jf we let him 
alone, all men will believe on him, et venient Romani, and the Romans 
will come, and take away our place and nation. Here was a causeless 
cry against Christ, that the Romans should come, and his death was 
it that brought in the .Romans upon them; God punishing them with 
that which they most feared, And I pray God that this clamour of 
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venient Romani, for which I have given no cause, help not to bring 
them in. For the pope never had such a harvest in England since 
the reformation, as he hath now upon the sects and divisions, that 
are among us. 

“¢ This I shall be bold to speak, of the king our gracious sovereign. 
He hath been much traduced also for bringing i in popery, but in my 
conscience (of which I shall give God a very present account) I know 
him to be as free from the charge, as any man living, and I hold him to 
be as sound a protestant (according to the religion by law established) 
as any man in this kingdom ; and that he will venture his life as far 
and as freely for it. And I think I do, or should, know both his affec- 
tion to religion, and his grounds for it, as fully as any man in Eng- 
Jand. 

‘* | have been accused as an enemy of parliaments. No; I under- 
stand them, and the benefit that comes by them too well to be so; but 
I did mislike the misgovernments of some parliaments many ways, 
and I have good reason for it; for corruptio optimi est pessima. There 
is no corruption in the world so bad, as that which is of the best 
thing within itself; for the better the thing is in nature, the worse it 
is corrupted. And that being the highest court, over which no other 
hath jurisdiction, when it is inisinformed, or misgoverned, the subject 
is left without all remedy. 

‘** But I have done ; I forgive all the world, all and every of those 
bitter enemies, which have persecuted me, and bumbly desire to be 
forgiven of God first, and then of every man, whether I have offended 
him or not, if he do but conceive that] have. Lord, do thou forgive 
me; I beg forgiveness of him, and so | heartily desire you to join in 
prayers with me.” 

Those who read these extracts with interest may forgive me, for 
not resisting the temptation to finish the account of this mourntul trag- 
edy, as it is given in the first volume of the state trials. 

‘* Having ended his prayers, and finding the scaffold crowded, he 
desired they would give him room to die, that he might have an end 
of miseries he had so long endured ; and, coming near the block, be 
said, God's will be done. I am w “illing to go out of the world; none 

can be more willing to send me ; and perceiving some people under the 
scaffold through the boards, he desired the chinks might be stopped, 
or the people removed, for he did not desire his blood should fall upon 
their heads. 

Sir John Clotworthy demanded of him what was the most comforta- 
ble saying of a dying man, he answered, Cupio dissolvt et esse cum 
Christo [1 desire to be dissolved and be with Christ.] Sir Jobn still 
pressed him with several impertinent questions to which bis grace an- 
swered with abundance of meekness ; and, turning to the executioner, 
he gave him money, and said; Here, honest friend, God forgive thee, 
and I do, and do thy office upon me with mercy. 

Having made another short prayer, he laid his head down upon the 
block, and prayed a little time to himself; after which he said aloud, 
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Lord, recetve my soul ; and, this being the signal, the executioner imme- 
diately severed his head from his body, at one blow. 

He was buried after the manner of the Church of England, in the 
church of Allhallows, Barking, the very day the liturgy was abolished 
by ordinance of parliament, and the directory set up in the room of 
it. A brass plate was nailed on his coffin with this inscription. 

In hac cistula conduntur exuvie Gulielmi Laud, Archiepisc. Cant. 
qui securi percussus immortalitatem adiit. Die X. Jan. AXtat. sue 
LXXIIL. Archiepiscopatus XII.* 

P. Pr. P..8. 


rs 
rO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Mutato nomine de te fabula narratur. 


To every candid inquirer after truth it is pleasant to find that the 
same general principles, which, when applied to particular subjects, 
have been called in question by his opponents, are admitted by them 
to the utmost extent, when applied to other subjects on which, be- 
tween himself and them, there is no debate. It is an evidence to his 
mind, that, on the point in question, he is not deceived by prejudice ; 
that common sense is on his side, and that the premises from which 
he draws his conclusions would not be denied, it his adversaries 
themselves did not perceive that the former were inseparable from the 
latter. These reflections have been suggested by a passage in a ser- 
mon delivered at Worcester, Oct. 15, 1823, at the ordination of the 
Rev. Loammi Ives Hoadly to the pastoral office over the Calvinistick 
church and society in that place, by Lyman Beecher, D. D. The 
object of the sermon is to show that what the author calls the evan- 
gelical system is the same with the faith which was once delivered to 
the saints, and for which we are exhoried by the apostle earnestly to 
contend, 

It is not my purpose to consider the general merits of his discourse. 
] leave this for some abler pen than mine to accoinplish. My present 
object is to call the attention of your readers to certain positions of 
Dr. Beecher, which appear to me to contain an important concession. 
They occur in his fourth argument in favour of the evangelical sys- 
tem, p. 25, in which he lays down the following premises. ‘A de- 
parture from the faith delivered to the saints, producing divisions in 
the church was denominated a heresy during the three first centuries. 
This does not prove those doctrines to be false which the churches con- 
demned, because churches and councils are not infallible. But it 
does prove the opinions denominated heretical to be novelties, and in 
opposition to the received opinion of the church until the time of their 
existence. The declaration of the primitive church that a doctrine 


* State Trials, vol. i. p. 949. 
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is a heresy, is a publick formal testimony, as to what had been, until 
then, the received opinion of the churches. The hereticks, them- 
selves, admitted, sometimes, that their opinions were novel, but nev- 
ertheless true ; or more commonly so explained them, as to claim that 
they were not a departure ee the received faith. Uniting, of course, 
the testimony of hereticks,"to that of the church, as to what had been 
the received opinion. 

‘* From the nature, then, and the known era of the several heresies 
in the primitive church, we may ascertain what was the antecedent 
faith of the church, on the points to which they relate. The doctrine 
of the incarnation of Christ was, then, the received opinion of the 
church, when denied by the Gnosticks, towards the close of the first 
century. The divinity of Christ, when denied by Arius, A. D. 315. 
Soon after which it was condemned as a heresy, in a council of 380 
fathers. The doctrines of origipal sin, entire depravity, regeneration 
by special grace, and justification by faith, continued to be the receiv- 
ed doctrines of the church until the time of Pelagius about A. D 400.” 

Dr. Beecher, then, admits that such opinions as produced divisions 
in the church were considered as heresies in the first three centuries ; 
that this proves the opinions denominated heretical to have been 
novelties ; that the declaration of the primitive church was a publick 
formal testimony of what had been the received opinion of the church ; 
and therefore that from the nature and known era of the several here- 
sies in the primitive church we may ascertain what was the antecedent 
faith of the church, on the points to which they relate. 

Now, if all this be true with regard to the doctrines, which he advo- 
cates, it is still more true with regard to Episcopacy. The first per- 
son on record who denied the doctrine of the church with regard to the 
superiority of bishops over presbyters, was Aérius, an individual so ob- 
scure as to be mentioned by only two writers—by Epiphanius who 
wrote A. D. 376,a catalogue of hereticks, and by St. Augustin who alse 
compiled a catalogue of the same nature in 428, or rather brought 
down the catalogue of Epiphanius to the latter period, so as to include 
the Pelagians. Both speak of him in the slightest terms as an Arian, 
asa person who was disappointed because he was not made a bishop, 
and as one who had a very few followers in the remote province of 
Pontus, or Jesser Armenia. Epiphanius adds, that he and his followers 
were excluded from churches, and cities, and villages ; a pretty deci- 
sive evidence, one would think, that theirs was not the received opi- 
nion. Itis to be noted that the name of Aérius has been preserved 
from oblivion only by being inserted in a list of hereticks, in company 
with the Gnosticks, and Arius and Pelagius enumerated by Dr. Beecher, 

The only proceeding of a council relating to the question of Episco- 
pacy, which I have been able to discover, is contained in the 18th 
and 19tb canons of the council of Sardis A. D. 347, the substance of 
which is as follows: ‘* Bishop Gaudentius said, Thou knowest, brother, 
Aétius, that, from the time when you were made bishop, peace prevail- 
ed; that no remains of discord may exist in the church, it seems pro- 
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per that they who have been made (bishops) by Museus and Eutychia- 
nus, since no fault of theirs can be found, be all acknowledged as such. 
Bishop Hosius (the president of the council) said that Eutychianus 
and Museus were not bishops ; those ordained by them might only 
therefore be admitted to lay communion. THis ALL aGREED To.” On 
this transaction, Balsamon the commentafér gives the following ex- 
planatory note. ‘ Museus and Eutychianus not having been ordain- 
ed themselves, ordained certain clerical persons bishops, Gauden- 
tius wished for peace’ sake that they should be acknowledged as 
such, since they were not to blame. Hosius replied that although we 
ought to be humane and moderate, yet we ought to receive those only as 
clergymen who were ordained by true bishops. With those ordained by 
Museus and Eutychianus we can only communicate as with laymen.” 
Here is all that Dr. Beecher requires in the case: ‘a publick for- 
mal testimony as to what had been until then the received opinion of 
the churches.”” From that time, until the year 1541, when Calvin 
revived at Geneva the forgotten heresy of Aérius, we hear nothing of 
any attempt to depart from Episcopacy. For the various hereticks of 
the intervening period themselves never thought of setting up a min- 
istry in opposition to the Church, but depended for the success of 
their designs, upon gaining over a sufficient number of bishops to 
their side to perpetuate the canonical as well as valid succession. 
All, therefore, who called themselves Christians, were Episcopalians, 
till the time of Calvin; and now, the whole Christian world is so, ex- 
cepting those who derive their ecclesiastical polity from that celebrat- 
ed reformer. If, then, the positions advanced by Dr. Beecher are 
followed gut into their legitimate consequences, they will inevitably 
lead him and his brethren to admit the apostolick origin of Episcopa- 
cy. Torender this still more evident, 1 proceed to place by the side 
of his induction from the foregoing premises a parallel induction on 
the subject of the Christian ministry expressed as nearly as possible 
in his own words. , 
































EVANGELICAL SYSTEM, 

The doctrines of the evangeli- 
cal system, then, commenced their 
journey down to us from the 
apostolick age: and, as each doc- 
trine of the liberal system encoun- 
tered any one of them, that was 
declared by the church to be a 
novelty, and the other the ante- 
cedently received opinion of the 
church. Can this fact be recon- 
ciled with the supposition that the 
liberal system was the faith first 
delivered to the saints ? 
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FPISCOPACY. 

The doctrine and practice of 
Episcopacy commenced their jour- 
ney down to us from the apostolick 
age : nor were they ever encoun- 
tered by any opposite doctrine or 
practice till the time of Calvin in 
1541. The attempt of Aérius, an 
obscure man in Asia Minor, can- 
not form an exception, for he 
scarcely seems to have been known 
by any body but Epiphanius, who 
was hunting for heresies to enrich 
his collection The only case which 
came under the cognizance of a 
council, was that of Museus and 
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EVANGELICAL SYSTEM. 


Did all the churches, from the 


beginning, misunderstand the im-. 


port of the gospels and epistles, 
and all the apostolick expositions 
of them ; and misunderstand sys- 
tematically wrong; and exactly 
alike, on all points ; and in direct 
opposition to what Jesus Christ 
and the apostles intended to teach ; 
and this too, without concert and 
throughout the Roman empire? 


Or, if the liberal was the system 
first delivered to the saints, could 
all the churches have exchanged 
it for the opposite system, so ear- 
ly, so silently, so unitedly, as to 
have the whole truth regarded as 
a novelty, and denounced as a 
heresy in the second and third 
and fourth centuries ? 


Dr. Priestley has attempted to 
show that the liberal system was 
that which was actually delivered 
by Christ and his apostles to the 
saints, and that such a change as 
we have supposed, did happen in 
the progress of two or three hun- 
dred years. But beside the utter 


failure of his proof, he might as 
well have attempted to show that 
the course of all the rivers in the 
Roman empire was reversed dur- 


[Jan. 


EPISGOPACY. 
Eutychianus at the council of Sar- 
dis, A. D. 347, when ordination by 
persons who were not true bish- 
ops, was declared by the church 
to be a novelty, and Episcopacy 
the antecedently received doctrine 
and practice of the church. Can 
this fact be reconciled with the 
supposition that presbyterian or 
congregational ordination was the 
doctrine and practice First deliv- 
ered to the saints ? 

Did all the churches from the be- 
ginning misunderstand the import 
of our Saviour’s commission to the 
apostles, and all the apostolick 
practice founded thereon ; and mis- 
understand systematically wrong 
and exactly alike, on all points ; 
and in direct opposition to what 
Jesus Christ and the apostles in- 
tended to establish; and this too 
without concert and throughout the 
Roman empire ? 
Or, if the presbyterian or congre- 
gational was the system first de- 
livered to the saints, could all the 
churches have exchanged it for 
the opposite system of Episcopacy 
so early, so silently, so unitedly, 
as to have the WHOLE TRUTH en- 
tirely forgotten in the second and 
third centuries and treated with con- 
tempt, regarded as a novelty and 
denounced as a heresy in the 
fourth ? 
The presbyterian and congregation- 
al writers, among whom we sup- 
pose we may include Dr. Beecher 
himself, have attempted to show that 
resbyterian or congregational ordt- 
nation, they have not asserted which, 
was that which was actually de- 
livered by Christ and his apostles 
to the saints, and that such a 
change as we have supposed, did 
happen in the progress of two or 
three hundred years. But beside 

















EVANGELICAL SYSTEM. 
ing the three first centuries of the 
Christian era, in opposition to the 
testimony of all the historians and 
naturalists of the empire, conven- 
ed by publick authority, on pur- 
pose to inquire into the matter of 
fact.”? Beecher’s Sermon, pp. 26, 
27. 
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EPISCOPACY. 
the utter failure of their proof, they 
might as well have attempted to 
show that the course of all the 
rivers in the Roman empire was 
reversed during the tbree first 
centuries of the Christian era, in 
opposition to the testimony of all 


the historians and naturalists of the 












empire, convened by publick au- 
thority, on purpose to inquire into 
the matter of fact! 


How is it possible that a man possessed of such powers of mind 
and such generally correct principles as Dr. Beecher, can fail of being 
convinced by the force of his own reasoning! But, alas! he himself has 
informed us that ** By argument, merely, we convince few and reclaim 


none.” F, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


In July, 1822, you inserted some remarks of mine on the collection 
of hymns used in our Church. 1 am happy to learn, from the journal 
of the proceedings of the last general convention, held at Philadel- 
phia, in May, 1823, that a large and highly respectable committee has 
been appointed by the two houses to take into consideration ‘ the 
subject of additions to, and alterations in, the book of psalms and 
hymns in metre now allowed to be used in this Church.”’ It is un- 
derstood that the committee are to report on this interesting subject at 
the next general convention in November, 1826. I cannot but hope 
that the committee will agree to recommend the continued use of our 
present version of the psalms, that of Tate and Brady, with certain 
alterations of the hymns, and some additions to the present number, 
Should this be the case I think we shall have reason to congratulate 
the Church. 

It will discover a laudable disposition to consult improvement, with- 
out encouraging unnecessary innovation. The rage for novelty has 
been carried to an alarming extent among many denominations of* 
Christians, and is indeed too much the characteristick of the present 
age, with regard to almost every subject of interest. It seems to be 
the opinion of many, that whatever is new is on that account to be 
preferred to what has been long received, however excellent. But it 
is the glory of our Church, both in England and America, tkat she has 
generally sought ‘* to keep the happy mean between too much stiff- 
ness in refusing, and too much easiness in admitting variations in 
things once advisedly established.” She has made a proper distinc- 
tion between innovation and improvement. She has thus avoided 
many inconveniences, which have been experienced by our dissent- 
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ing brethren, who, though perpetually changing in their doctrinal 
views, and in their manuals of devotion, particularly in their collections 
of psalms and hymns, never seem to be satisfied. Scarcely do the 
members of a congregation become familiar with one collection of this 
kind, before they ave called on to adopt another ; as more expressive 
of the variations of their creed, or as containing better specimens of 
poetical composition. It might frequently be said to them, in the 
language of St. Paul to the Corinthians, ‘* How is it, then, brethren ? 
when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doc- 
trine, hath an interpretation.” Against such a fondness for change, it 
is to be hoped that the members of our Church will ever sedulously 
guard, as the parent of discord and confusion. 

The length of time which will elapse, three years, before the report 
of the committee on the subject of our psalms and hymns will be laid 
before the convention for their copsideration, will aflord an opportuni- 
ty to those, who are chosen to represent the interests of the Episcopal 
church at the next general meeting of delegates, to form a deliberate 
opinion on the claims of our present collection of psalms and hymns, 
and therefore the better enabie them to judge of the alterations which 
may then be proposed. In the mean time, it may be useful to discuss 
the subject with moderation and candour, with a view to promoting 
a wise and prudent decision, on so important and interesting a topick. 
I call it- important, because | conceive no part of publick worship 
has a greater or more decided intluence on a congregation, than the 
psalms and hymns which are sung in their places of publick worship. 

Indeed, were it not invidious to draw a comparison between the 
different parts of our Church service, | might say, that if any branch 
of our publick devotions were more interesting and important than 
another, it isthe singing. In some or other of the psalms and hymns, 
indeed, may be found every part both of praise and prayer, adoration, 
confession, supplication, intercession, and thanksgiving. Few are in- 
sensible to the charms of sacred musick. Nothing is better adapted 
to elevate the affections, which are of so much importance in religion. 
When chaste, and simple, and sublime musick is adapted to hymns of 
a similar character, what effect may not reasonably be expected on 
the hearts and minds of a worshipping assembly. How desirable is it, 
then, that the latter as well as the former should be ot this descrip- 
tion. Hence the selection of psalms and hymns for the use of church- 
es becomes an affair of the greatest consequence. 

I have already expressed a favourable opinion of the version of psalms 
of which we are now in possession, in the communication beiore referred 
to. Tate, one of the authors of that version, was the intimate acquaint- 
ance of Dryden, and lived in what has been termed the Augustan age of 
English literature. He wrote a poem of considerable merit on the 
death of Queen Anne. His associate, Brady, was a scholar and divine, 
the authorof a translation of the Acuneid. He died in 1726. Both of 
these writers were worthy of the age in which they flourished. That 
their version of the psalms in many instances is peculiarly happy, I 
believe is generally admitted, and I do not recollect that the language 
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in any part of their work is obsolete, or strikingly inelegant. As a 
whole, it may well bear comparison with any other which has been 
produced. Why, then, has it been discarded in most of those dissent- 
ing congregations in which it was formerly used? One reason may be 
that it is a faithful translation of the psalms of David, without any at- 
tempt to accommodate them to the gospel dispensation, according to 
the plan of Dr Watts whose version purports to be ‘ imitated in the 
language of the New Testament, and applied to the Christian state 
and worship.”” But where the psalms, considered as having a pro- 
phetick character, relate to the times of Christianity, it will be easily 
perceived by the reader; and it is apprehended that the Doctor, and 
some other writers, have not unfrequently, in their imitations, suggest- 
ed fanciful interpretations, which never entered into the mind of the 
monarch of Israel. 1 cannot, therefore, think it any recommendation 
of Watts, that, in order to give place to his evangelical views, he does 
not strictly follow the royal psalmist. As the psalms, in the original, 
are an inspired book, I should conceive the less liberty we take 
with their language and sentiment, farther than to express them with 
elegance and force, the better. Besides, the hymns are intended to 
be more particularly adapted to the distinguishing doctrines of the 
gospel, and it is proper, therefore, that they should appear conspicu- 
ously in that department of our sacred poetry. But another reason 
for the rejection of Tate ahd Brady, by some denominations of Chris 
tians, may perhaps be found in that passion for novelty which has 
been already mentioned, and which leads some persons to prefer what 
is new, though inferiour, to that which is more valuable, because of an 
earlier date. It is believed, however, that the principles and habits 
of our communion will keep us at a distance from such an absurd 
and vitiated mode of thinking. It is believed, too, that few sound 
members of our Church would not rather tolerate some trifling imper- 
fections in our present collection, than to be frequently changing this 
part of their worship, even though a later version might exist, which 
I do not believe to be the case, better on the whole, than the present ; 
as the advantages of becoming familiar with every part of our worship 
will be thought to overbalance any trifling benefit to be derived from 
the substitution of a version not very decidedly superiour to the one 
now in use. But there is no probability that any such will soon ane 
pear. We have little reason to expect, from the fashionable poets of 
the present day, any thing equally dignified, simple, and devotional 
with our present version, however their affected turns, and parade of 
language, than which nothing can be more disgusting in religious wor- 
ship, may gratify a sickly and perverted taste. [I cannot but believe, 
that readers of a correct judgment, and favoured with a delicate per- 
ception of the truly beautiful and sublime in sacred poetry, have often’ 
been struck withsome passages in our version, as possessing that spe- 
cies of poetical merit, which is so desirable in pertormances of this na- 
ture. 

[t would extend the present communication to an unreasonable 
length to take notice ofmany of them. I will therefore quote a few 
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passages only, and compare them with some other versions which have 
been substituted for them in many other places of publick worship, 
which will render their excellence more conspicuous. The first I 
would mention is the commencement of the fiftieth psalm, which is 
rendered with a sublimity worthy of the subject. 


The Lord hath spoke, the mighty God 
Hath sent his summons ail abroad, 

From dawning light, till day declines : 
The listening earth his voice hath heard, 
And he from Zion hath appear’d, 

Where beauty in perfection shines. 


Our God shall come, and keep no more 
Misconstru’d silence as before, F 
But wasting flames before him send : f 
Around shall tempests fiercely rage, 
While be does heaven and earth engage 
His just tribunal to attend. 


The foregoing is thus rendered by Watts. 


The Lord, the sov’reign, sends his summons forth, 

Calls the south nations and awakes the north; 

From east to west the sounding orders spread, ; 
Through distant lands and regions of the dead : 
No more shall atheists mock his long delay ; 

His vengeance sleeps no more: Behold the day ! 


Behold ! the judge descends ; his guards are nigh, 
Tempest and fire attend him down the sky ; 

Heaven, earth, and hell draw near ; let all things come 
To hear his justice, and the sinners doom ; 

But gather first my saints (the judge commands,) 
Bring them, ye angels, from their distant lands. 


The next I would speak of is in the 91st psalm, which thus com- 


" mences, 


He that hath God his guardian made, 
Shall, under the Almighty’s shade, 
Secure and undisturb’d abide. 
Thus to my soul of him I'll say 
He is my fortress and my stay, 
My God in whom | will confide. 


According to Watts, 


He that bath made his refuge, God, 
Shall find a most secure abode ; 
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Shall walk all day beneath his shade, 
And there at night shall rest his head. 


Then will I say, “ My God, thy pow’r 
Shall be my fortress and my tow’r : 

], that am form’d of feeble dust, 

Make thine almighty arm my trust 


The last passage which shall be queen is the commencement of the 
139th psalm. 


Thou, Lord, by strictest search bast known 
My rising up and lying down, 

My secret thoughts are known to thee, 
Known long before conceiv’d by me. 


Thine eye my bed and path surveys, 

My publick haunts, and private ways ; 

Thou knows’t what ’tis my lips would vent, 
My yet unutter’d words intent. 


It is thus rendered by Watts in the same metre. 


Lord, thou hast search’d and seen me through, 
Thine eye commands with piercing view 

My rising and my sleeping hours, 

My heart and flesh with all their powers. 


My thoughts before they are my own 
Are to my God distinctly known ; 

He knows the words | mean to speak, 
Ere from my opening lips they break. 


The above translations of Watts are not without their merif, but [ 
believe there are few who will not consider them as surpassed by those 
of Tate and Brady. For further specimens of singular felicity of ex- 
pression in the version of the latter writers, I will merely refer to the 
18th, 46th, 51st, 65th. 89th, 103d, 137th, psalms, leaving it to the judg- 
ment of the reader to discover those passages, which are most distin- 
guished for their tenderness, grandeur, or beauty. 

But if we have reason to be gratified that our Church is likely to re- 
tain aversion of such excellence, it is greatly to be desired that we 
may have it in its most perfect state. In my former communication 
I hinted that there were discrepancies between some of the psalms, as 
they stand in our American prayer books, and some esteemed Engtish 
editions. I mentioned one instance of such a variation, and having 
since read over most of the psalms in our prayer book, I have discov- 
ered several others. - Seme of the most remarkable follow. 
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In the 7th verse of the 15th psalm, the first line in our book reads 
The man who by his steady course. 
In the English edition before me, it is 
The man who by this steady course ; 


which makes better sense than the other reading. 
. . : alice il r 
In the 6th verse of the 26th psalm there is another variation. Lhe 
verse runs in our books, 


I°]l wash my hands in innocence, 
And bring a heart so pure, 

That when thy altars | approach, 
My welcome shall secure. 


The word in italicks differs from the English edition, which reads 
My welcome shall de sure, 


an expression more intelligible, more grammatical, and certainly 
more evangelical than the other. 

[In the 65th psalm, 4th verse, in our book, we read, * Whilst we 
at humble distance taste,” instead of humbler, which is far prefera- 
ble. * Proud opposers,”” in the’2d verse of the 110th psalm, accord- 
ing to the English book, should be ** proud oppressors. In the 150th 
psalm, 4th verse, we meet the odd phrase, of ‘* instruments of va- 
rious string,” ”’ for ** instruments of various strings,”’ as it is properly 
expressed in the English editions, without exception, so far as I have 
had the opportunity of comparing them. 

It would be tedious to produce more instances of variation, which 
are generally, if not always, to the disadvantage of our book. In- 
deed, it would not be necessary for my present purpose, which is 
merely to suggest the great importance of ascertaining the genuine 
text of Tate and Brady, by a‘collation of the oldest and most ap- 
proved editions which can be procured; and where the original ex- 
pression cannot be satisfactorily ascertained, to endeavour to select 
the best; that, in the next edition of the prayer book, our admirable 
version of the psalms may be presented in its purest, most accurate, 
and perfect state. 

I have also found errours in punctuation in our book, tending to 
mislead the unwary reader, who recites them in publick, a comma 
being often substituted for a semicolon, or colon. In reading the 
psalms, where the pointing seemed to be incorrect, I turned to the 
English edition, and almost invariably found it in this respect differ- 
ent from ours. One instance may suflice for an example. 

In the 6th psalm, Sth verse, we find the punctuation thus : 








~ ~ 
th Lc et 






























1824.]  Adversaria. Relig. Intell,—New Jersey. 


For after death no more can I 
Thy glorious acts proclaim, 
No prisoners of the silent grave 
| ; S 

Can magnify thy name. 


The want ofa semicolon, which is employed in the English edition, 
after the word “ proclaim,” naturally induces, unless great caution is 
used, an improper inflection of the voice. 

i intended to have added some further observations on the hymns, 
but will not farther trespass on your patience at present. l. B. 


——— 


ADVERSARIA. 

SELF KNOWLEDGE IN PREACHERS AND HEARERS. Were hearers to 
know themselves, they would not take upon them to dictate to their 
preachers, or to teach their ministers how to teach them, (which 
as St. Austin observes,* is the same thing as if a patient, when 
he sends for a physician, should prescribe to him what he would 
have him prescribe ;) but, if they happen to hear something not 
quite agreeable to their former sentiment, would betake themselves 
more diligently to the study of their bibles, to know whether those 
things were so.f And were ministers to know themselves, they would 
know the nature and duty of their office, and the wants and_infirmi- 
ties of their hearers, better than to domineer over their faith, or shoot 
over their heads, and seek their own popularity rather than their ben- 
efit. ‘They would be more solicitous for their edification, than their 
approbation, (the most palatable food is not always the most whole- 

some,) and, like a faithful physician, would earnestly intend and en- 
deavour their good, though it be in a way they may not like; and 
rather risk their own characters with weak and captious men, than 
withhold any thing that is needful for them, or be unfaithful to Goel 
and their own consciences. Patients must not expect to be always 
pleased, nor physicians to be always applauded. Mason on Self- 
knowledge. p. ii. chap. 9. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
NEW JERSEY. 


Tue fortieth annual convention of this diocese assembled in St. John’s 
church, Elizabeth Town, August 20, and 21, 1823. There were pre- 
sent, of the clergy, the bishop, six presbyters, and four deacons, two 

. , '' 3 - . 
only being absent; of the laity twenty-two, the representatives of 
eleven churches. 


* Norit medicus quid salutiferum, quidve contrarium petat wgrotos. /Egroti 
estis, nolite ergo dictare qux vobis medicamina velit opponere. 


t Acts xvii. 2. 


5 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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GENERAL CONVENTION OF 1823. 

Tue publication of the journals of the convention has been so long 
delayed, that our readers, we are sensible, have by this time abandon- 
ed the hope of hearing any thing respecting its proceedings. We 
neither can account, nor are answerable for this delay, except for the 
last two months. The following abstract ought to have appeared in 
the Noveinber or December number; but a pressure of other matter 
prevented it. 

The convention was attended by seven bishops and deputies from 
thirteen states ; in this list the bishop of North Carolina is inciuded, 
whose consecration was the most interesting event which marked this 
session of our ecclesiastical congress. ‘The states represented were 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. The jaiter was now for the 
first time received into union. 

House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

President, The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D., of Virginia. 

Secretary, The Rev. John C. Rudd, D D., of New Jersey. 

Assistant Secretary, The Rev. James Montgomery, of Pennsylvania. 

Committees were appointed on the state of the Church, on the 
General Theological Seminary, and on the General Domestick and 
Foreign Missionary Society. The reports of the first two of these 
committees we shall give at the end of our abstract. hat of the 
committee on the Missionary Society recommended the adoption of 
certain alterations in the constitution of the society, which had been 
proposed by the house of bishops, and their report was adopted. 
The proposed alterations of the first article of the constitution rela- 
tive to the time and place of the meeting of the general convention 
was adopted, ten states voting in the aflirmative, and three in the 
negative. By this alieration, the time of the year, as well as the 
lace of meeting, is to be determined by each convention. 

We shall, in our next number, insert the constitution as it now 
stands, and as it is printed in the appendix of the journal, of which 
we are giving an abstract. 

The following resolutions were adopted, and sent to the house of 
bishops. ‘*1. That a joint committee be appointed to consider, and 
report to the next general convention, whether any, and if any, what 
alterations it is proper to make in, or addition to, the Book of Psalms 
and Hymns in metre, now allowed to be used in this Church. 2. 
That the said committee consist of three bishops, to be appointed by 
the house of bishops, and seven clergymen and seven laymen, to be 
appointed by the house of clerical and lay deputies, 3. That seven 
members of this committee be a quorum for transacting business, pro- 
vided there are included at least one bishop, two clergymen, and two 
laymen; and that the concurrence of the three orders shall be neces- 


sary to constitute a decision of the committee.” 
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These resolutions were concurred in by the house of bishops, and 
the following members apppointed. Of the bishops, the Right Rev. 
William White, D D., the Right Rev. John Henry Hobart, D. D.,and 
the Right Rev. Jobn Cros, D.D. 

The following gentlemen were appointed, on the part of this house. 

The Rev. William Meade, Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. Rev. Wil- 
liam A. Muhlenberg, Kev. Jackson Kemper, Rev Bird Wilson, D. D., 
Rev. Samuel Turner, D. D., and the Rev. Richard S. Mason, of the 
clergy. 

Kensey Johns, Robert H. Goldsborough, John Read, Edward J. 
Stiles, Tench Tilghman, Francis S. Key, and Peter Kean, of the 
laity. 

The following resolution relative to defraying the contingent expen- 
ses of the general convention, was adopted and concurred in by the 
house of bishops. 

‘* Resolved, in order that the contingent expenses of the general 
convention may be defrayed, That it be recommended to the several 
diocesan or state conventions, to forward to the secretary of the house 
of clerical and lay deputies, at each meeting of said convention, 75 
cents for each clergyman within said diocese or state.” 

A resolution relative to seminaries of learning, originally proposed 
by Mr. Kean, of New Jersey, was returned by the house of bishops 
with certain amendments, which were adopted. The resolution, as 
finally amended and concurred in by the house of bishops, was as 
follows. 

Resolved, if the house of bishops concur therein, That a joint com- 
mittee, to consist of sucha number of bishops as the house of bishops 
shall appoint, and five members of this house, be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to inquire, and report to the next general convention, 
How many, and what, colleges in the United States admit clergymen 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church to be eligible to professorships in 
their respective faculties ; how many, and which, of these institutions 
have clergymen of this Church now employed as_ professors; how 
many, and which, of said colleges have adopted a system for the re- 
ligious instruction of youth; and, as far as possible, to ascertain what 
such systems are ; how many, and which, of said colleges are so situ- 
ated as to permit their students to attend divine worship in a Protes- 
tant Episcopal church or chapel; and that said committee be instruct- 
ed to inquire into, and report on, the practicability of establishing a 
seminary or seminaries, for the education of youth, under the inilu- 
euce and authority of members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

A message was received from the house of bishops, with informa- 
tion, that they had appointed the Right Rev. Bishops White, Bowen, 
and Brownell, a committee on the part of their house, on the subject of 
the foregoing resolutions. The following gentlemen were appointed 
to act on said committee, on the part of this house, viz. Mr. Kean, the 
Rev. Dr. Wharton, the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, the Rev. Mr, Hooper, and 
Mr. Wilkins. 
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The following resolution was adopted and concurred in by the 
house of bishops. 

Resolved, in order that the number of trustees to which each dio. 
cese is entitled, according to the tbird article of the constitution of 
the General Theological Seminary, may be readily and accurately 
ascertained, That it be required that a certificate, stating the exact 
number of clergymen in the diocese, and the amount of funds paid, or 
secured to be paid therein, be signed by the president or secretary of 
each diocesan or state convention, and transmitted, with the nomina- 
tion of trustees, to the general convention ; and, without such certifi- 
cate, the nomination shall not be confirmed. 

The following gentlemen were appointed trustees of the theological 
seminary. 

Vermont. The Rev. Abraham Bronson. 

Massachusetts. The Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. the Rev. James 
Morss, Gardiner Greene, David Sears, George Sullivan. 

Rhode Island. The Rey. Salmon Wheaton, the Rev. Nathan B. 
Crocker. 

Connecticut. The Rev. Daniel Burhans, the Rev. Tillotson Bron- 
son, D, D., the Rev. Harry Croswell, Samuel W. Johnson, Nathan 
Smith, Richard Adams. 

New York. The Rev. William Harris, D. D , the Rev. David Butler, 
the Rev. Thomas Lyell, D.D., the Rev. William Berrian, the Rev. John 
M‘Vickar, the Rev. James Milnor, D. D., the Rev. William Creigh- 
ton, the Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, M. D., the Rev. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, the Rev. Henry Anthon, the Rev. Lucius Smith, Wright 
Post, Nehemiah Rogers, John Wells, David S. Jones, Henry M‘Far- 
lan, Thomas S. Townsend, Isaac Lawrence, Thomas L. Ogden, Ed- 
ward R. Jones, Stephen Warren, Robert Troup, Philip S. Van 
Rensselaer. 

New Jersey. The Rev. John Croes, jun., Peter Kean, 

Pennsylvania. The Rev. Jackson Kemper, the Rev. George Boyd, 
the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, the Rev. James Montgomery, the Rev. 
Benjamin Allen, William Tilghman, John Read. 

Maryland. The Rev. William E. Wyatt, D. D., the Rev. John P. 
K. Henshaw, the Rev. John Johns, Nicholas Brice, Tench Tilghman, 
John C. Herbert, John B. Eccleston. 

Virginia. The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D., the Rev William 
Meade, the Rev. Edward C. M‘Guire, William Mayo, Hugh Mercer. 

North Carolina. The Rev, Adam Empie, Duncan Cameron. 

South Carolina. The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D., the Rev. 
Paul T. Gervais, the Rev. Christian Hanckel, the Rev. Allston Gibbes, 
William Heyward, Benjamin Huger, William Clarkson, Thomas 
Lowndes. 

A committee for publishing the journals having been appointed, 
and the thanks of the house returned to the president and secretaries, 
the house of bishops were informed that the house was ready to rise, 
and requested to close the session of the convention, with suitable acts 
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of devotion, and their benediction. The two houses united in singing 
the 133d psalm, and in appropriate prayers from the liturgy; after 
which, the presiding bishop pronounced the benediction, and the con- 
vention adjourned, sine die. 

House of Bishops. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D., of Pennsylvania, presiding 
bishop. 

In addition to the business already mentioned as originating in the 
other house, the following originated in the house of bishops. 

A resolution was passed, expressing the approbation of the house of 
bishops, of certain ponceenny of the convention of South Carolina, 
relative to the Theological Seminary, and highly commending the zeal 
aud liberality of that diocese. 

The testimonials of the bishop elect of North Carolina being under 
consideration, it was resolved unanimously, that this house, having 
duly considered the testimonials laid before them, of the election of 
the Rev. John S. Ravenscroft, as bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the state of North Carolina, and found them to be in all 
respects canonical and regular; and knowing no cause why the Rev. 
Mr. Ravenscroft should not be consecrated to that high office, do 
agree to proceed to his consecration; and do, accordingly, appoint 
10 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow, as the time at which they will, with 
the Divine permission, perform that solemn office, in such church as 
the presiding bishop shall appoint. 

‘The following resolutions, offered by the Right Rev. Bishop Bow- 
en, respecting the General Theological Seminary, were adopted. 

Resolved, ‘hat this house entertain a gratifying sense of the fidelity 
with which the trustees and the faculty of the General Theological 
Seminary have executed the trust committed to them, and respective- 
ly fulfilled the duties of their appointment; and, while they deeply 
regret that no other provision than such as is yet inadequate to the 
permanent success of the design, has hitherto been obtained for it, of 
the members of our Church, they still contemplate it with hope, and 
affectionately commend it to the liberality and patronage of their 
brethren, both of the clergy and of the laity, as a means of increase 
to the number of well qualitied miuisters of the gospel in this Church. 

Resolved, further, as the opinion of this house, That the General 
Theological Seminary, having been established by the whole body 
of this Church, in general convention, seems peculiarly to demand the 
concurrent solicitudes and exertions to be concentered on it, of all its 
members ; inas much as this institution, when possessing the combined 
and eflicient support of the whole Church, must be the most effectual 
means, under Providence, of perpetuating the unity of the Church, in 


the bond of peace. 
(vo BE CONTINUED.) 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Horne’s INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HO- 
ty scriptures, ‘The fourth edition otf this valuable work has been 
published in London, and may shortly be expected in this country. 
The unparalleled rapidity with which the former editions have been 
sold is a certain evidence of the estimation in which it is held in 
England. We have it in our power, however, to state to our readers 
some special testimonials to its merit which cannot fail, we think, of 
creating a desire to obtain it in those who have not seen the second 
and third editions. 

The Rev. Dr. Lloyd, regius professor of divinity at Oxford, has 
publickly recommended it ex cathedra to the particular attention of 
divinity students. At Cambridge, a similar recommendation has been 
given by the bishop of Bristol, who is regius professor of divinity at 
that University, and by the Norrisian protessor, the Rey. Thomas 
Calvert, B. D. The learned Dean Graves, protessor of divinity in the 
University of Dublin, and author of the lectures on the Pentateuch, 
has publickly recommended it to the students of his class. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Jebb, lately consecrated bishop of Limerick, 
has taken the following notice of the work in a note to his first charge. 
** Many books cannot be here recommended. But I would advise 
the younger clergy and candidates for holy orders to acquaint them- 
selves, in an early stage of their critical studies, with Horne’s ¢ Intro. 
duction to the study ot the Scripture ;? a work which, in itself, com- 
prises a body of critical theology ; and which introduces the reader 
to the best sources ef information.” Charge, p- 10. Note. 

Mr. Archdeacon Nares (as rector of one of the city parishes) bas 
published the sermon he delivered last Easter at the Arch-deacon of 
London’s visitation. Ina note be has devoted a closely printed page 
of commendatory notice to Townsend’s Harmony of the Old Testa- 
ment, and Horne’ sIntroduction. ‘* These,” he observes, ** must al- 
ways be standard books for studeuts in divinity ;°’ and be character- 
izes Mr. Horne’s work as * such a monument of successful industry 
and Juminous arrangement, as the present age has seldom seen; a co- 
pious instruction for every young theologian, and an ample treasure of 
reminiscence to the most accomplished.” p. 24. note H. 

We are happy to add that — copies of this edition have been or 
speedily will be sent to Mr. James Eastburn, bookseller, of New 
York, and that the work will be offered to the American publick near- 
ly if not quite as cheap as it can be purchased in London. 

Mr Horne is now engaged in editing the works of bishop Beve- 
ridge. ‘They are to be comprised i in 9 volumes 8vo., seven of which are 
already published. This edition is printed | in the same elegant manner 
as the late edition of Bishop Taylor’s works. Mr. Horne has bestowed 
great pains in correcting references, and verifying quotations, of which 
last there is a great profusion. This will undoubtedly be the editeo 
optima of that learned and pious prelate’s works, and will deserve a 
place in the library of every clergyman and every parish. 














